HISTORIC AMESVILLE GUIDE

Amesville is located in the unglaciated Allegheny Plateau. Athens
County extends west from the Ohio River, mostly centering
around the lower Hocking River watershed. The underlying geology is mostly sandstone and shale, including "redbed" shale that
presents a severe slip hazard when structures are built over it on
hillsides. Most hillsides, though, are solid sandstone and present
very little slip potential.
The plant habitat around Amesville is that of mixed hardwood
forests. The dominant species are oak, hickory, maple, beech,
poplar and various nut trees (walnut, butternut and others). The
under story plants include dogwood, redbud, spice bush, paw
paw, viburnums, mountain laurel and other small shrubs. The
floor species contains hundreds of herbs and wild flowers: wild
ginger, ferns, various mints, jack in the pulpit, trilliums,
mayapple, trout lily and hundreds of other varieties. Numerous
other fora include lichens, club mosses, liver worts and dozens of
mushrooms prevalent in the fall each year.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT WWW.AMESVILLEOHIO.ORG

POINTS OF INTEREST, AMESVILLE WALKINGTOUR
Refer to Amesville Walking Tour Map for items
WELCOME TO HISTORIC AMESVILLE
Amesville long has been a village of distinction, having
been settled by prominent families of New England. It is
the seat of Ames Township, which originally encompassed
360 square miles. It is the only township in Ohio which was
named by an act of Congress, named for Fisher Ames, a
famous orator, statesman and writer. The first settlement,
known as Mud Sock, was located along SR 550, near the
present Amesville Cemetery, on the original Silas Dean
Farm (established prior to 1796). There stood a log school
built in 1804; the headmaster was Harvard graduate Moses
Everett. By 1814, there also stood 4 or 5 homes, a tannery,
a store, a blacksmith shop by 1828, and in 1832, a brick
church. The first permanent residents, Ephraim Cutler
(1797), George Ewing (1798), Benjamin Brown and Isaac
Linscott (1799), Silvanus Ames and Job Phillips (1800)
settled in the Federal Creek Valley near Linscott Run, earlier known as Brown’s Branch. The area surrounding Dutch
Creek was settled by Baron Rudolph de Steiguer and citizens of Bern, Switzerland following the War of 1812. A mail
route was established in 1800 from Zanesville to Cincinnati,
by way of Marietta, Amesville, Athens and Chillicothe.
James Dickey was a notable Postal Carrier from 1806 to
1814 risking his life repeatedly to deliver mail, news and
government dispatches. The Athens Post Office was established in 1804 followed by the Amesville Office in 1821.
Excerpts taken from the writings of C.H. Harris and Nellie
Wooley
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THE COONSKIN LIBRARY
It was in 1801 at a meeting to face the problems of road
maintenance that the great longing for books surfaced
and the Western Library Association of Ames was born.
This became the first unincorporated library in the
Northwest Territory (#41). Money was extremely scarce
but the natural resource of animal pelts found a ready
market in the East. Many kinds of animals, including
bears and raccoons, were harvested. The proceeds,
$73.50 financed the purchase of 51 books.
Word quickly spread that the books had arrived from
Boston and a large gathering oohed and aahed as they
were uncrated. The rules were strict - loaning books to
neighbors who were not shareholders in the library
would bring severe penalties - pages were not to be
folded or grease spattered. As the years passed, the
growing library moved from one home to another in the
community. It finally numbered over 250 books and
served the area for 50 years before being split up, badly
stored and lost. Some of the original books are now in
the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus.
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